6

THE DAILY

EVENING TELEGRAPH-—-PHILADELPHIA

SATURDAY, JUNE 18, 1870.

THE JULY MAGAZINES.
“rpe @ ALAXY.?
The July namber of The (falary has the
following list of articles: —

“A Leap in the Dark,” by Edward H.
House; ‘‘American Women and English
Women,” by Justin MeCarthy; “‘Summer

Rain,” by E. R. Bill: “Lo-Land Adventure,”
by Albert 8. Evans; “*A Problem,” by Lonise
Chandler Monlter; ‘‘Gleanings trom the Sen,”
by Joimn C. Draper; “‘Condemned,” by M.
L. R:; **Museums of Art, Artists, and Ama-
teurs in America,” by J. Jackson Jarves; “‘So
Dearly Bought,” by Frank Lee Benedict
“Poppies,” by Rose Terry; ‘‘Put Yourself in
his Place,” by Charles Reade, chapter XLV
to end (with an illustration); “A Bigh," by
J. W. De Forest; ‘‘The New Lamps of His.
tory,"” a lecture delivered before the Univer.
gity of California, by William Swinton; **Mr,
Welles in Answer to Mr. Weed—The Facts of
the Abandonment of Gosport Navy Yard,” by
Gideon Welles; ‘“Drift-Wood, " by Philip Qui-
libet; ‘‘Literature and Art;" ‘‘Memoranda,”
by Mark Twain; “Nebule,” by the Editor,

As the reply of that eminent mariner, ex.
Secretary of the Navy Welles, to Thurlow
Weed, is of considerable interest, and spicy
withal, we give it entire:—

ME. WELLES INANSWERTOMR,WEED,
THE PACTS OF THE ABANDONMENT OF GOSPORT
NAVY TARD,

In the Galaxryfor June there was published

1861, Under vorbal orders of the Scoretary of the
Navy I1eTithe Navy Departmeoent that evening and
parrived at Norfolk the following afternoon, cenvey-
Ing despatches 1o Commodore MeUaulay, and with
arections (rom the Secretary of the Nayvy to confer
with him ana Commodore Pondergrast with refe-

rence to the safety of the patlle praperty at the
Norfo'k Navy Yard, 1performed that duty, and left
Norfolk in the Baltimore boat on the afternoon of
the 17th of April.

He further testifies that he returmed and
reported to me, and that immediately after,

On the afternoon of April 18, I recelved from the |

Secretary of the Navy instructions to proceed to
Norfolk with the Pawnee, 1 left Washington on the
evening of the 19th of April In the Pawnee, and
arrived at Fortress Monroe on the following day at
ahout 4 o'vlock,

Mr. Weed says, after his friend Riddell
awakened him early one morning: —

The next day brought us intelligence of the loss
of Harper's Ferry. Soon after this, our first taste of

| rebellion, Ireceived Information from an equally re-

liable sonrce that Gosport, with It vast supply of
munitions of war, was In danger. Of this 1 Informed

the Ssoretary of the Navy at the Lreakfast tabie at
Willard's Hotel, Delleving from his manner that he
attached but littie importence to my information, I

refjterated [t with emphasis, ete,

This interview, if it ever took place, of
which, however, I bave no recollection, must
have been on the morning of the 10th, sue-
ceeding the abandonment of Harper's Ferry,
which was on the 18th of April. When,
therefore, Mr. Weed came to me with *‘relia-
ble information,” which was no news to me,
whatever it may have been to him, my ‘‘man-
ner’ did not indieate excitement or sensa-
tional alarmy, T heard his story, and its reite-

| ration with emphasis, ealmly and, 1 trust,

| moment my orders in his pocket, directing |
| him to proceed to Norfolk, investing him |

| with ful

a chapter from the autobiography of Mr. '

Thurlow Weed, which contains, with a vast
amount of egotism, some facts perverted, and
no little fiction. The author has a very fertile
recollection, a prodigiously prolific memory,
and in his conoeits and details he rememboers,
and relates with a minuteness that is wonder-
ful, events that never took place, or which
occurred under circumstances widely different
from his narration of them.

This chapter of the autobiograpy com-
mences with an acconnt of two visits which
were made to Washington in March and
April, 1861—an interesting period of our his.
tory. Mr. Weed deseribes not only his ob-

servations, but the vigilant supervision
which he exercised over the Govern-
ment, and the admonitions, promptings,

and instructions which he kindly administered
to the President and various Departments, It
is pleasant to read the incidents he relates. It
is still more pleasant to witness the self-satis-
fied complacency and the modest and unaf-
fected self-conceit which crop out in almost
every sentence. ‘That the auntobiographer
was as officious and intrusive as he states,
perhaps without any intention of being im-
pertinent, is altogether probable, Unforta-
nately for the accuracy of his memory and
the truthfulness of his statements, many of
his reminiscences are inconsistent with facts,
The two Oﬁmg paragraphs will bear repub-
lication. . Weed says:—

The first and only Inanguration of a President I
ever attended was that of Mr. Lincoln in 1861, It was
known that designs npon his life while on his way
from Springfield to Washington were providentially
averted. 1t was also known that the question of
pelzing upon the Government and Its archives had
been contemplated, ‘The few troops in Washington
were therefore stationed around the Capitol. During
the ceremony of inauguration I walked about the
grounds, encountering Major-General Wool, with a
detachment of United States troops ready for action,
and two pleces of cannon posted 50 as to rake an
important avenue, I soon after found Lieutenant-
General Scott, with the same namber of cannon (on
one of which the veteran was resting his elbow),
rﬂ!t&tl in an nr;’uany advantageous position. This,

n a country 8o long exempted from serious internal

collisions, occasioned palnfil reflections. General
Scott assured me that these precautions were not nn-
necessary,and thatthey had not been taken a moment
too early. All, however, passed without either an
attack oran alarm. But it was not long betore un-
equivocal symptoms of rebellion were manifested,
\'«'Iu:n in Washington a few days afterwards | was
awnkened early one morning by Horace H. Riddell,
formerly a resident of and representative from Alleg-
hany county, N. Y., but then living at Harper's
Ferry, who Informed me that unless immediately
reinforced the arsenal and armory at that place
wounld be attacked and taken by enemies of the Gov-
ernment, who were banding together for that pur-
pose; adding that there was not an hour to lose, 1
went immediately to the Secretary of War with this
information. He thought the danger could not be
80 imminent, but sald that the subject should have
immediate altention. 1 went from the Secretary of
War to General Scott, who promptly said that my
information was confirmatory of that which he had
received the evening previous, “But,” he added,
“whatcan I do? My eflective force, all told, for the
defense of the capital, I8 twenty-one hundred,
Washington 18 as much in danger as Harper's
Ferry. 1shall repel any attack u[laon this eity, but I
cannot hazard the capital of the ['nion, a8 1 should
I‘r‘y dividing my force, even o save llarper’s Ferry,”

¥ friend Riddle’s information was obut too reliable,
The next day brought us fntelligence of the loss of
Harper's Ferry.

8oon after uhis, onr tirst taste of rebellion, I re-
celved information from an equally rellable source
that Gosport, with {ts vast supply of munitions of
war, was in danger, Of this I Iinformed the Secre-

of the Navy at the breakfast.table of Willard's
Hotel, Delleving from his manoer that he attached
but little importance to my information, 1relterated
it with emphasis, assuring him that it would be occa-
glon for deep regret if Gosport were not lmmedlately
atrengthened. Meeting rhe Secretary at dinner the
same day, 1 renewed the conversation, dnd was io-
formed the matter would be attended to. This did
not quiet my solicitude, and leaving the Secretary
to the rlmld enjoyment of his dluner, I repalred to
the White House, Mr, Lincoln, however, had driven
out to visit some fortiications. 1 made another
attempt in the evenlog to see him, but he was again
out, Early the pext morning, however, 1 found him
and informed him what 1 had heard of the danger
that threatened Gogport, and how, as 1 feareq, 1
had failed to impress the Becretary of the Navy with
the sccuracy of my information or the necesaity of im-
mediate action, *“Well,” sald Mr. Lincoln, **we can't
afford to lose all those cannon ; 'l go and #oe Father
Welles myself,” as he did immediately. The result
was that Admiral Paolding, who was then de-
spatched to Norfolk, arrived just in time to enjoy an
tlumination occasioned by the burniog of Govern.-
ment property, and witness the capture of Gos-
port.”

I do not affect to misunderstand the scope
and p of the allusions to myself, nor
the impressions which the autobiographer
seels to convey. They are in character and
keeping with years of misrepresentation in
relation to the abandonment of the navy yard
at Norfolk, and other events by which the
administration of the Navy Department was
for years maligned and wronged, This de-
traction and these slanders, covertly made, I
wasted no time to when employed in
duties which demanded all my attention. Nor
should I now notice them but for cer-
tain associations of the autobiographer, nor
have given them a thought if they had been
repeated byan anonymousdefamer, Time and
truth will dissipate the errors which have
been industriously and insidiously sown—
soxe of which pervade the pages of what pur-
port to be histories of the civil war and the
two last administrations.

Dates are important in developing history,
and are sometimes essential to verify state-
ments lm!l?faoia. 'PWI‘.I:] mg armory at
Harper's Ferry were oyed and the
was abandoned on the eve:ing of the l&l:h of
April, 1861, 'The navy yard at Norfolk, as it
is familiarly called, but, correctly speaking,
Go&oﬂ, was abandoned on the night of the
b |

Commodore Paulding testified before the
Congressional Committee, who inquired into
and reported-upon the sabject of “‘the de-
struction of the ¥ of the Unitad States
st the na ard in Norfolk, and the armory

st Harper's Ferry,” as follows: —
Was s¢pt 10 Norjolk on the 10th day of Apri,

| seniors.

respectfully; for I knew, what he did not
know, that Commodore Paunlding had at that

power to protect the public pro-

rty, and that he had been and was then col-
ecting his forces to proceed as soon as his
vessel and men could be got ready for the

service, These facts I did not communicate
to Mr. Weed, althongh he had given
me what information he 08-
gsessed. The President,”on whom Mr. Weed |

represents he called with his information,
was cognizant of these faects, and appears to
have been equally nuncommunieative, and, in
in order to rid himself of an inquisitive and
perheps troublesome gentleman who bad no
information to impart, dismissed him with
the remark that he would see, mée. In point
of fact, the President and myself had been
twe orthree times in consultation the pre-
ceding day—one a very lengthened interview
with General Scott—on the subject of the
danger and defenses of Norfolk Navy Yard.

'I‘%me frequent interviews were necessary
in consequence of the avalanche of duties and
difficulties that were precipitated npon us in
that eveniful week, which commenced with
the fall of Sumter and the issuing of the pro-
clamation calling for troops; but was espe-
cially necessary on the 15th, from the fact
that Chief Engineer Isherwood had arrived
on the morning of that day, and reported
the strange and unaccountable conduet of
Commodore McCOauley, and the unfortunate
condition of affairs at the yard under his
command, Imimediately on receiving this
report, I went with the President to General
Scott with a view of getting a military force
and a competent military officer to defend the
station. 1 had some time previously had in-
terviews with General Scott on this subject,
who nniformly said, as he now repeated, that
he would send troops for the shore defense,
as was his duty, if he had them. But Con-
gress had provided neither men nor means
for this great and terrible erisis. On this
oceasion he bewailed the necessity which
compelled him to leave Harper's Berry and
its armory and arms to destruction—a mili-
tary station in which his duty and his honor
a8 the head of the army were concerned; but
he had no men to send for their protection,
and the Massachusetts volunteers, who were
directed to report there and at Fortress
Monroe, had none of them arrived. The
property there and at the navy yard must, he
said, be sacrificed.

Mr. Weed says he ‘‘repaired to the White
House" after seeing me. Mr. Lincoln, how-
ever, had driven out to visit some fortifica-
tions. There were, unfortunately for the
autobiography, no fortifications about Wash.
ington at that time for the President to drive
out and visit. Mr. Weed remembers too
much, an nnhappy infirmity with which he is
sadly afllicted. As the President was “‘out,”
bhe called, ‘“‘early the next morning,” the
20th, ‘“‘stated the danger that threatened
wrosport, and how, as I feared, I had failed to
impress the Becretary of the Navy with the
accuracy of my information or the necessity
of immediate action.” Commodore Paulding
quietly left Washington in the Pawnes on the
evening of the 19th, and was well on his way
to Norfolk when this interview with the Pre-
sident purports to have takea place. I know
not that the President was at that time aware
of this fact, but he was fully conversant with
all of the attending cironmstances, at the same
time knowing that special injunctions were
imposed to give no publicity to the move-
ment, He must have been amused when
Mr. Weed related his interview with me, my

| manner, and his fears that he had failed

to impress me. The President on his part
was as reticent as myself; but allowed the
author of the autobiography to cheer himself
with the belief that he had impressed the
President, if he had failed with the Becretary
of the Navy, by an assurance that we could
not afferd to lose all those cannon, apd he
would “‘see Father Welles.”

The appellation ‘‘Father Welles” was at a
later period often applied to me by naval
officers, sailors, and others, but not at that
early period of the administration, and never,
that I am aware of, by President Lincoln.
Nor would he then, or at any time, be likely
to use the expression as regards myself, when
three of the members of the Oabinet —Messrs,
Bates, Cameron, and Seward—were my
The term was sometimes
kindly and affectionately aKpliad by him to
Attorney-Gieneral Dates, the eldest of his
political family, for whom he had a tender
regard. The remark which is guoted in the
autobiograpby may have been made by the
President; but it is more likely to be the off-
spring of that prolific and fertile memory to
which I have adverted, which could recollect
details that never took place, and manufac-
ture facts with facility for any emerygency.

Mr. Riddell may bave awakened Mr. Weed
“‘early one morning,” and he may have gone
immediately to BSecretary Cameron with
tidings that Harper's Ferry was in danger;

but in 8o doing so he communicated no |

more information than when he told the Sec-
retary of the Navy that Gosport was in danger.
Mr. Cameron, like the .Beoretary of the
Navy, was not as much excited as Mr.
Weed expected he would be, He therefore went
to General Beott, who “‘promptly said that my
information was confirmatory of that which
he bad received the previous evening.” Each
of the Secretaries might with troth have given
him the same answer as General Seott, for he
told them mnothing new. 'T'he truth is, the
Government other, earlier, and more
authentio sonrces of infermation than My,
Weed, The information which the depart-
ments received did not always come through
him, girange as it may seem to him, and to
those who yead and credit the pages of his

antobiography. Despatohes  sometimes
reached the Becrctariesdireot, without passing
under his inspection, or through his hands,
and there were, as he well kuows, departments
of the Government which never made him
their confidant, 1 do not question tha' he
was ns netive, as busy, as officious, and as in-
trosive as he deseribes; but he was of wastly
less consequence than his imagination led him
to suppose, In the matter of the antobiogra-
phy, due allowance must be made for one
who is the hero of his own story, and a mind
never endowed with a very scrupulous regard
for facts in a partisan practice of half a
cenfury of flerce and reckless party warfare.

I had not, as already ntatm‘). during the
eventinl years of the was, the leisure to cor-
rect the errors and misrepresentations which
were made by mncrnpnl;ous partisans, some
of which have been, in ignoranece of the facts,
incorporated into what purport to be the his-

tories of those times,

This occasion is not inappropriate to brin
out the facts in relation to the condition ang
capture of the navy yard at Norfolk, the po-
licy of the Government, the course which
the administration pursued, and the attend-
ing cirenmstances, all of which have been
much misrepresented and only imperfectly
understood,

At the time of Mr. Lincoln's inanguration,
and for several weeks thereafter, he and
others indulged the hope of a peaceful solu-
tion of the pending questions, and a desire,
amounting almost to a belief, that Virginia
and the other border BStates might, by for-

bearance and a calm and conciliatory
policy, continue faithful to the
Union, Two-thirds of the Convention
then in gsession in Richmond were

elected as opponents of secession, and the
people of that State were in about that pro-
portion opposed to it. But the Union ele-
ment, in the Convention and out of it, was
passive and acquiescent, while the secession-
ists were positive, aggressive, and violent;
and, as is almost always the case in revolu-
tionary times, the aggressive force continu-
ally increased in strength and exactions at the
expense of those who were peacefully inclined.
It was charged that thenew administration was
inimical to the Bouth, was hostile to Sonth-
ern institutions, and would use its power to
deprive the people and States of their rights
by eoercive measures. In order to counter-
act these unfounded prejudices, and to do
away with these misrepresentations, which
were embarrassing to the administra-
tion just launched wupon a turbulent
sea, and to conciliate and satisfy the people
of Virginia and the convention then in ses.
sion, the President desired that there should
Lie nostep taken which would give offense;
and, to prevent any canse of irritation, he
desired that not even the ordinary loeal politi-
cal changes, which are usual on a change of
administration, should be made. In regard
to the navy yard at Norfolk, he was particu-
larly solicitous that there should be no action
taken which would indicate a want of confi-
dence in the authorities and people, or which
would be likely to beget distrust. Ne ships
were to be withdrawn, mo fortifications
erected. We had reports from that station
and from others that there were ardent seces-
sionists among the civil and naval officers,
and assurances, on the other hand, that most
of them were patriotic and supporters of the
Union. It was difficult, there and elsewhere,
to distinguish between the true and the disaf-
fected officers of the service. Some had
already sent in their resignations; others,
it was undexstood, proposed to do soif any
confliet took place between the State
and Federal Governments; and there were
many who occupied an equivoeal and doubt-
ful position. Among those who hesitated to
avow themselves on either side, and were un-
determined how to act, were officers who
subsequently took a firm stand and rendered
gallant service in the war which followed.

Commodore McCeauley, who was in com-
mand of the Norfolk yard, I had personally
known in former years, and esteemed as a
worthy and estimable officer. His reputation
as & Union man in 1861 was good, and all my
inguiries in relation to him were satisfacto-
rily answered. His patriotism and fidelity
were beyond doubt; but events praved that
he was unequal to the position he occupied
in that emergency.

Commodore Alden, whom I sent to Nor-
folk in special trust on the 11th of April, with
orders to take commmand of and bring out the
Merrimae, but who was prevented by Com-
modore MeCauley, wrote me the succeeding
November, six months after the abandon.
ment of the navy-yard, in regard to Commo-
dore McCauley:—

“I belleve, indeed 1 know, that the old hero who
has fought so well for his country could have none
but the best and purest motives in all he did ; but he
was surrounded by wmasked traitors whom he (i not
suspect, and in whose adlvice he thought there was
safety. The cry, oo, wis ralsed, and in everybody’s
prouth, ofMcers and all, *If they move that ship, the
Merrimac, it will bring on a collision with the peopie
ontside, who are all ready, if anything of the tlmru
done, to take the yard,’ Besldes, Commodore
Paulding, whom 1 accompanied to Norfolk, ex-
pressed the idea that if we could not do anything
better, she (the Merrimac), with her guuns on
board, would make a good battery for the defense
of the yard, This opinion infuenced Commodore
MeCauley not s Hitle,”

If Commodore MeCauley had not the ac-
tivity and energy which were essential to a
revolutionary period, he was am old and
trusted officer, who had not served out one-
third of bis term a8 commandant of the sta-
tion. To remove him [would have necessi-
tated extensive changes, involving an entire
reorganization of the government of the
yard, and consequently a departure from the
President’s licy of permitting things to
continue undisturbed in Virginia. Whatever
negotiations, complications, or eorrespon-
dence were going forward at that period to
insure harmony and peace, though connected
more or less with the occurrences here re-
lated, need not be now detailed. It is suffi-
cient to say that: no military force was or-
dered to Norfolk; no fortifications were
erected for the defense of the navy yard; a
Ba.aai\re course was enjoined upon the Navy

epartment, and the military also, in relation
to that station. A large amount of property
had been nconmulated at the navy yard, and
a number of vessels were then in a disman-
tled condition, without armament or crews.
To attempt to refit them or put them in con-
dition to be removed, or to remove the
stores, wonld, it was thought, indicate
distrost, and give the secessionists an
argument to be used  against
the administration, accused of a
design to subjugate and coerce Virginia,

Not until the last of March did the Presi-

dent fully and finally decide to attempt to
relieve Fort Sumter. He never proposed or
intended to order it to be evacuated; but cer-
tain sssurances and committals which had
been made embarrassed him, and a hope that
in some way there would be an adjustment
of diffioulties withont & resort to arms csused
him to hesitate, and delayed his final deci-
sion. The condition of that fort and the
gurrison had received immediate asttention
after the inauguration, and the Cabinet was
earnest and almost unanimous for its prompt
remnforcement. Nuwerous consultations were
heldon the subject, to some of which Generals
Beott and Totten were invited. The delibe-

rate and nnited opinion of these officers was | to other siations;” and he was further di-

npqualified against any attempt to reinforce
or supply the garrison, which they pro-
noun ntterly impractioable, and which, if
atternpled, wonld result in a failare, with a
waste of blood and treasure,

These arguments, and an elaborate written
report which they submitted by order of the
President, had an inflnenve om him and seve-
ral of the members of the Cabinet, whe felt
that the opinioms of military men should
bave weight on a military question. It is
generally known, however, that one of the
members of the Cabinet had from the first
opposed any attempt to relieve the garrison,
and one had been and continned throughont
persistent and emphatic in its favor, For
some days the President was undetermined
what course to take, Delay was moreover
important until the Administration " could
get in working order; but the snpplies at
Sumter were getting short, and Eo finally
decided, on the J0th of March, that an effort
shonld be made to send supplies to the gar-
rison.

The attempt to relisve Major Anderson,
thongh a military question, was a political
necessity, It became a duty of the Govern-
ment after all concilintory efforts were ex-
haunsted. The expedition to supply the garri-
son was under the direction of the War De-

artment, in which the navy co-operated.

ut the whole compined military and naval
force of the Government was feeble, Con-
gress had adjourned on the 4th of March
withont making any provision for increasing
the naval strength, nltheugh the danger of a
civil war was imminent; no increased appro-
priations were made. The navy was restricted
to a striotly peace establishment, with a force
limited by law to eight thonsand five hundred
men. DBut five vessels were in commission in
all our Atlantic ports. The Navy Department
had guietly commenced recruiting, and on the
2th of March Oommodore Breese, then in
command of the Brooklyn Navy Yard, was
ordegmd to send two hundred and fifty sea-
men to Norfolk, a vulnerable (|)mint if Yirginia
should attempt to secede.. . On the next day,
however, the 50th of March, the President
informed me that he had come to the con-
clusion that supplies should be sent to Major
Anderson, and, if resistance was made, that
the garrison should be reinforced. To exe-
cute, and, if it became necessary, to enforce
his orders, a naval force would be required.
As we then had but three naval steamers that
were available—two having a few days pre-
vious been sent to the Gulf by special re-
quest of General Scott—the Harriet Lane, a
revenue cutter, was transferred by the Secre-
tary of the Treasury to the navy to form a
part of the expedition. The two hundred and
fifty seamen on the receiving ship at Brook-
Iyn, whom I had directed on the 29th to be
sent to Norfolk, were transferred to the
Powhatan, which was to be the flagship of
the squadron, The Pocahontas, one of the
vessels of the Home Squadron, which I had
detained and ordered to Norfolk by way of
precaution enrly in March, was one of the

three vessels temporarily detached and
detailed for the ex tion. To
Bﬂpﬁ)]y her place : on the
J0th of March, the day I received the

President’s  decision, ordered the sloop-
of-war Cumberland, then at Hampton Roads,
destined for the West Indies, to proceed to
Norfolk. The Cumberland was a sailing
vesgel which could not be made available for
the Sumter expedition. SBhe was the flag-ship
of Commodore Pendergrast, who was in com-
mand of the Home Squadron, and if it was
a satisfaction that so experienced an officer
could be associated with Commodore MeCau-
ley, with a full crew, in case of an emer-
gency. The President and Secretary of State
proposed that Commodore Pendergrast should
go to Vera Cruz, in consequence of certain
complications in that quarter; but the condi-
tion of affairs at home made it advisable that
he and his flag-ship should be detained in the
waters of Virginia. With the exception
of the Cumberland, the Sumter expedition
took from the Navy Department on the Gth
of April every available naval vessel.

It was at this culminating period that ves-
sels were most wanted in the Chesapeake and
on the Potomace; for, in case of a conflict at
Charleston, it was uncertain what would be
the attitude of Virginia. I felt hopeful, how-
ever, that the Cumberland would be adequate
for the protection of the yard from any
attack by water, The defense by land was &
military measure, in which she could also
participate, and render efficient assistance, if
DeCEssary,

There were many circnmstances attending
the Sumter axgodition which are interwoven
with this subject, that are net generally
known; but, as I have said, they belong to
the history of those times. Allusion to some
of them cannot be wholly omitted in stating
the proceedings of the navy and the Navy
Department, and the acts of the administra-
tion attendinﬁk the destruction of the navy
yard at Norfolk. The men on the receiving
ship at Brooklyn, whom Commodore Breese

been directed on the 29th of March to

send to Norfolk, were diverted to
that expedition and placed on
the Powhatan, This important vessel

was, by an irregular and most extraordinary
proceeding, and against the final and express
orders of the President, detached from the
expedition she was to lead after she left the
Brooklyn Navy Yard, and® withdrawn fer
several weeks, until after Sumter fell and
Norfolk was abandoned, from the econtrol of
the Navy Department, and sent to the Gulf,
where she was not needed, instead of going
to Charleston and then returning North,
where she was most wanted,
On the Gth of April every available naval
steamer at the disposal of the department,
and all the men excepting those on the Cum-
berland, sailed for Sumter. What was to be
their reception, what would bethe determina-
tion of the secession organization at Charles-
ton, and what the result of the attempt to
relieve the garrison, were matters uncertain,
but of deep anxiety. In a few days all
doubts were remov The secessionists, on
being apprised of the determination of the
administration, and of the departure of the
expedition, commenced immediate hostilities.
They opened fire on Sumter on the 12th of
April, before the vessels reached Charleston,
: }.\o fort was evacuated on the 1ith. Three
days after the evacuation of Bumter, the Vir-
sinia Convention joined the Confederates.
n that period of uncertainty, while hoping
for the best, but in anticipation of the worst,
I wrote Commodore MeCanley, in command
of the Norfolk Navy Yard, on the 10th of
April, the squadron being then on its way to
Cbarleston, that, ““in view of the peculiar
condition of the ecountry and of events that
have already transpired, it becomes necessary
that great vigilance should be exercised in

and protec the publio interpsts
mgarly committed to yog‘:ehlrge. '
If other precsutions are required, youn will im-

mediately apprise the department.” In the
same commupication he wes  informed,
in view of the FPresident's policy and
the attitude of Virginia, *“it is de-
girable that there shonld be mno ste

taken to give needless alarmy; but it mn;l::»
best Lo order most of the shipping to sea or

rected to “‘keep the department advised of
the condition of affairs; of any oause of ap-
prehension, should any exist.”

On the 11th of April Idirected Commodore
Breese to send two hundred men to Norfolk,
if that number kad been enlisted. Oom-
mander—now Commodore—Alden, the pre-
sent Chief of the Burean of Navigation, was
ordered on the same day, the 11th, to report
to Commodore MeCauley, to take charge of
the steamer Merrimack, and deliver her over
to the commanding officer at Philadelphia.
Orders were sent to Commodore MoCaule
at the same time to have the Merri-
mack and Plymouth preparedl immediately
for removal, and that there should be no de-
lay, Mr. Isherwood, Chief of the Bureaa of
Steam Engineering, was directed on the fol-
lowing dnﬁ, the 12th, to proceed to Norfolk
and give his personnl attention to putting
the engines of the Merrimack in working
condition,

On the 14th of April Fort Sumter was eva-
cuated, and on the 15th President Lincoln
issned his proclamation calling for seventy-
five thousand troops. On the succeeding |
day the following letters were stift, respec-
tively, to Commodore MeCauley, command-
ing the navy yard, and to Commodore
Pendergrast, commanding the above squad-
ron, by the hands of Uommodore Pauld-

ing:—
NAVY DEPARTMENT, April 16, 1861, — Sir: —The
events which have transpired since my confidentinl

communication to you of the 10th instant impose
additional vigllance and care in protecting the
public property under your charge, and placing the
vessels and stores, if necessary, heyumrjmpn.rdy_
Referring to my letter of the 10th, you will continae
to carry ont the instructions therein contalned, The
Engineer-in-Chlef, B. F. Isherwood, who was des-

atched to Noriolk to ald in putting the Merrimaok
n condition to be moved, reports that she will be
ready to take her departure on Thursday. It may
not be necessary, however, that she should leave at
that time unlegs there 18 immediate danger pend-
ing. But no time should be lost in gettiag her
armament on board; and you will also place the
more valuable publie property, ordnance stores, ete.,
on shipboard, so that they can atany moment be
moved lmyonﬁ the reach of seizure, With diligence
on yoWr part, itis not auticipated that any sudden
demonstration can be made which will endanger
elther the vessels or stores, The Plymouth and Dol-
phin shonld be placed beyond danger of immediate
assault at once, if possible, The Germantown can
receive on board stores and ordnance from the yard,
and be towed out by the Merrimack if an assault 18
threatened. Men have been ordered from New
York to man and assist in moving the vessels; but
recent demands have left an InsufMcient number to
meet the requisition. Under these cironmstances,
should it become necessary, Commodore Pender-
grast will assist you with men from the Cumberiand.
You will please to subumit this letter and my contfi-
dential communication of the 10th to Commoiore
Pendergrast,who will assist and co-operate with yvou
In carrying the views of the department into effect,
As It Is diftlonlt at this distance to give Instructions
in detall, the department has thought proper to des-
patch Comiodore Paulding to Norfolk, who will be
the bearer of this communication, and explain to
yoursell and Commodore Pendergrast the views and
purposes of the department. You will be pleased to
advise with him freely and fully ‘as to your dutles
and the Interests of the Government in the present
threatening emergency. The vesscis and stores
nnder your charge you will defend at any hazard,
repelling by force, if necessary, any and all attempts
to selze them, whether by mob violence, organized
efort, or any assumed authority.

I have the honor to be, very respectfully, yours,
eto., GIDEON WELLES,

Secretary of the Navy.
Commodore C. 8, McCanley, Norfolk, Virginia.

NAVY DEPARTMENT, April 18, 1561— Sir:—A state
of things has arisen which renders the immediate
departure of the Cumberland, as originally intende«d,
inexpedient. Events of recent oceurrence, and the
threatening attitude of alfairs in sowe parts of our
country, call for the exercise of Treut vigilance and
epnergy at Norfolk, Contidential communications
have been heretofore made to Commodore MoCauley
on these suh{evts. which he will submit to you ; anil
Commodore Paulaing, who brings this letter to yon,
will verbally and more In detall explain the views
of the department, Please to advise [reely and fuall
with both these gentlemen, and co-operate wni,l
them in defending the vessels and !mblic property
at the navy yard. As there 18 an insufficiency of
men in the service at that station for moving the
vessels, it may become necessary 1o render assist-
ance from the force under your command.

Until further ordeers the departure of the Cum-
berland to Vera Crug will be deferred. In the
meantime  you will lend your assistance and
that of your command towards putting the ves.
geld now in the yard in condition to be moyed,

Incing the ordnunce and ordnance stores on

ard for moving, and in case of (nvasion, in-
surrection, or violence of any kind, to suppreas [t,
repelling assault by force if necessary. The Cum-
berland can render effective service, and It 18 deemen
fortunate that the Government is enabled to avall
itsell of your service and that of your command, at
this juncture, at Norfolk,

1 am, sir, respectfully, your obedient servant,

GlprEON WELLES, Becretary of the Navy.

Commodore G, J, Pendergrast, commanding U, S.
gloop Cumberland, Norfolk, Virginia, .

Commodore Paulding was at that time at-
tached to the Navy Department as its detail-
ing officer; and lest there should be some
misapprehension, neglect, or wrong, I gave
him verbal orders to go to Norfolk, personally
inspect the condition of the navy yard, satisfy
himself of the fidelity and vigilance of the
officers and men, and to consult and advise
at his discretion with Commodores McCauley
and Pendergrast. Many of the most import-
ant orders given at that early day were verbal,
unwritten instructions, for great infidelity
pervaded the departments. Confidence was
impaired, distrust prevailed, and, when
treachery was so extended and deep, pene-
trating every branch of the Government,
extreme caution became necessary in regard
to every movemant,

Commodore McCauley wrote to me on the
1Gth that the Merrimack would probably be
ready for temporary service on the evening
of the next day. Commodore Paulding re-
turned on the 17th, and made a favorable re-
port of affairs, of the fidelity and Union feel-
ing of the officers in command; said that the
engines of the Merrimack were in order, and
she would leave on the following day. Bat
Chief Engineer Isherwood returned to Wash-
ington the next morning, the 1Sth, and re-
ported that Commodore McCauley had refused
to permit the Merrimack to depart after her
engines were in order and men to move her
were on board, and had directed the fires that
were kindled to be drawn.

Immediately on receiving this report I went
with the President to General Scott to pro-
cure & compelent military officer, and, if pos-
sible, a military force, for the shore defenses
of the navy yard. Information had reached
us that the convention at Richmond had
yielded to secession. We also heard of the
rapid rising of the insurgents, and of their
intention to seize at once Harper's Ferry,
the navy yard at Norfolk, and Fortress Monroe,
not oneé of which bad a proper military sup-
port. There were no fortitications whatever
to defend the navy yard from the insurgents,
no military force was there, and the expecta-
tion that the Cumberland and the small num-
ber of sailors would be able to temporarily
hold the yard until military assistance coald
arrive was shaken by the intelligence that
wmorning received, and the further fact that
vessels were being sunk to obstract the chan-
nel. Geweral Scott, on our application for
wilitary aid, said we were asking an impossi-
bility. He sssured us he bhad no troops to ]
send for the defense of the nav yard, and |
that it was not susceptible of defense if he
bad them; that any men he might
order there would almost certainly be eap-
tured: that it was enomy's conntry, without
fortifications or batteries for them to occupy;
that seamen and marines who might be on
shipboard for water defense could perbaps do
something towards rmlwting the public pro- |

rty, and escape if overwhelmed, provided
ihe obstruotions which we heard were being
sunk in the channel did not prevent, but

—

there conld be no fer soldiers. The
Genernl stated, with n heavy hoart, that he
had no troops to spare for the defense of
Harper's Ferry, and that the arms and stores
at that place must inevitably be lost. :
The garrison at Fortross Monros he
feared, insufficient to repel the f{orce which
it was understood was organizing to aitack
it. He had not, ha said, men sufficient to

srolact Washington if a formidable
emonstration. was made. At length
he promised to send Colonel Dela.
field of the Engineer Corps, and I

think consented, before the Pawnee left, that
a battalion of the Massachusetts volunteers,
raised under the proclamation of the 15th,
might nccompan[f ommodore Paulding, pro-
vided they had reached Hampton ﬁoads
They were, he said, nndisciplined —would be
Eood for nothing as yet for serious fighting,

ut would be serviceable ia throwing up bat-
teries under the direction of the uﬁﬁm
For the present, his first great duty, with his
feebls force, was to defend Washington, and
next to Washington, Fortress Monroe, which
was the key to Washington, Norfolk, Balti-
more, Chesapeake Bay, and the rivers which
entered it. He therefore could not, and
would not, consent to part with a single regu-
lar for either Harper's Ferry or the Nerfolk
Navy Yard; and his opinion frankly expressed
to us was that the public property in each of
those places must, in case of an attack, be
sacrificed, The most that could be done was
to prevent (he vessels and stores from passing
into the hands of the insurgents,

Harper's Ferry was abandoned that evening.

As but little assistance could be derived
from the military, I lost not a moment, after
parting from the President and General Scott,
in giving the following order to Commodore
Paulding: —

NAVY DEPARTMENT, April 18, 1861.—S8ir:—You are
directed to proveed forthwith to Norfolk and take
command of all the naval forces there afioat.  With
the means placed at your command, you will do all
in your power to prolect and place beyond danger
the vessels and property belonging to the United
States. On no account should the arms and manl-
tions be permitted to fall Into the hands of the in-
surrectionistg, or those who would wrest them from
the custodyof the Government; and, should it
nnau{ become necessary, l1]'011 will, In order to pre-
vent that result, destroy the property. In carryl
into effect these orders, you are invested with mnﬁ

wer to command the services of the entire naval
orce, and you will, {f necessary, rept'-{ force by foree
in carrying out these instructions, It is understood
that theWar Department will detail Colonel Richard
Delatielq, or some other competent ofMeer, with a
command to ald and assist in protecting and guard-
ing the yard and property at Gosport and vicinity,
and you will co-operate with that oMcer in this
object, 1 am sir, respectfully, etc,

GineoN WELLES, Secretary of the Navy.

Commadore Hiram Paulding, Washingten, D, O,

This order was to repel, not to assail; the
administretion continued to be forbearing,
and to the last wns not aggressive. Extreme
men were dissatistied and censorions because
the administration did not attack, though not
prepared. On to Sumter was the word, as at
& later period the ery, equally inconsiderate,
was *‘On to Richmond !"

Commander Alden, who, as already re-
marked, had been sent on special duty to
Norfolk on the 11th of April, returned on the
morning of the 19th, and confirmed the state-
ments of Chief Engineer Isherwood. The
Cabinet was in session when he arrived.
The loss of Harper's Ferry the precedin
evening, and the movements at Norfolk, witE
the threatened attack upon the navy yard and
upon Fortress Monroe, were among the
matters under consideration. When Com-
mander Alden arrived he went to the Navy
Department, and finding me absent, followed
to the Executive Mansion, and cilling me
from the council, related the strange candi-
tion of things at Norfelk, and the bewildered
and ineapacitated state of mind of Commo-
dore McUanley, After hearing his statement
I introduced himto the President and Cabinet,
to whom he recapitulated the statement
which he had made to me. He was immedi-
ately attached to the expedition nnder Com-
modore Paulding, and returned to Norfolk
that evening. 'The Pawnee reached Wash-
ington from the Sumter expedition just in
fime to be despatched to Norfolk. She was
placed at the disposal of Commodore
Paulding, with all the mnaval officers,
men, and means that were at command, and
left Washington on the evening of the 10th.
Captain Wright, of the army engineers, now
Brevet Major-General Wright, was substituted
for Colonel Delafield, and accompanied the
expedition, The Pawnee reached Fortress
Monroe on the afternoon of the 20th. Com-
modore Paulding procured from Colonel Dim.
mick, in command, three hundred and fifty
Masassachusetts volunteers, who had been en-
listed, embarked at Boston, and reached
Hampton Roads within four days after the
proclamation of the President of the 15th.

When Commodore Paulding arrived at Nor-
folk, on the evening of the 20th, he found
that the vessels had been scuttled and were
sinking. Nothing, in his opinion, remained
but to burn them and destroy such Eloporty
as could not be carried away by the Cnmber-
land and Pawnee, as General goou had said
would be inevitable, to prevent it from pass-
in%into the possession of the insurgents.

f the manuer in which the orders of the
Navy Department were executed, or of the
:a;]‘)od.lency and necessity of the measures

en inthe first instance by Commodore

McOnule{: after consulting with and being
advised by Commodore Pendergrast to sout-

tle the vessels and destroy the guns, and of
the completion of the work oF destruetion
thus commenced by Commodore Paunlding
when he arrived, it is unnecessary to speak at
this time. The whole was an exercise of
judgment and of authority by three experi-
enced, brave, tried, and faithfunl officers in a
great emergenoy, for which Congress had not
provided and &{e gountry was not prepared,
Great censure has been wed npon them
by persons who know little of the eircum-
stances, and who had none of the i
bilities, Whether the conclusions of these
officers were ¥ight or wrong, they were such
as in their judgment were best, and were pre-
cisely such s General Scott had said would
be inevitable. .

These proceedings, it will be borne in
mind, were all of them before a blockade
had been ordered, The first proclamation of
the President directing a blockade or clos:
of the Southern perts was issuned on the 19¢
of April, the y on which Commodore
Paulding isnlt & second time lt‘u) Norfolk, in.
vested with plen wers, But this
mation did tfot :gh?:a Virginia; !hnmshh
and North Carolina were exempted from its
operation. 'The adwministration was deter-
mined to occupy no hostile sttitude towards
Virginia so long as a single hope remained
that her Government and people wonld con-
tinue faithful to the Union. It was not until
the 27¢h of A ril::luthu were ordered .
to be put under blockade, just one week
the nbl;ndonment of No:f‘ h e

Gioeon Werres,
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